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Meat and Bone Meal often provides ruminally non-degraded amino acids. Calcium
and phosphorus at an attractive price. The comfortable inclusion rate ranges
up to 2.5 1bs. per cow daily. The amino acid balance appears to be superb for
rations that have marginal levels of ruminally non-degraded Tysine. While the
price is often attractive, meat and bone meal is not an ingredient for poorly
managed dairy herds.

Price of meat and bone meal may be over-shadowed by several drawbacks. If the
ration moisture level is too high, meat and bone meal significantly reduces

bunk 1ife of mixed rations. 1In wet rations, during times of high environmental
temperatures, meat and bone meal decomposes quickly. At high inclusion rates

of meat and bone meal, too much calcium and phosphorus may be added to the ration.
Meat and bone meal is relatively low in potassium compared with vegetable protein
sources. This means that a source of supplemental potassium is important in

some rations. Supplies of meat and bone meal are extremely variable from whole-
sale venders. If you are buying from more than one renderer, you must sample

each load for laboratory assay. The laboratory assay should include a microscopic
check.

Meat and bone meal can cause serious palatability problems when it is introduced
into the ration. A gradual transition is necessary from the onset of use to avoid
depression of feed intake. Meat and bone meal comes from the renderer free of
salmonella pathogens, but is one of the first ingredients suspected of causing
salmonella problems; due most 11ke1¥6t0 on-farm contamination.






